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Ming Dynasty Cannon

During the Ming Dynasty, firearms developed rapidly. Different types of firearms
were manufactured; some were based on firearms introduced from Europe, and the
craftsmanship was substantially improved. This Southern Ming cast iron cannon
weighs approximately 300 kg. The inscription on the barrel records the year of
manufacture (the 4th year of the Wanli reign), the weight of the cannon (500
catties), and the names of the then Military Governor, the Viceroy of Guangdong and
Guangxi, and the Lieutenant-General of Guangdong, who supervised the production.
One of its design features is the barrel, which is wider in the rear than in the front.
This can be explained by the decline in barrel pressure as the ammunition is burned.
The exterior of the barrel has rings for added strength. The cylindrical trunnions at

the pivoting point allowed the firing angle to be adjusted.



